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What’s In It For You…
Learn to Think on Your Feet
At club meetings, you have the opportunity to practice responding to questions with little or no notice, in a fun, low pressure environment.
Expand Your Network
Toastmasters is as social as it is professional. With over 10,000 members Australia wide, you’re sure to meet many interesting people, and even make lifelong friends.
Build Confidence in Presenting
At its core, Toastmasters helps you develop skills in giving speeches and presentations.
It may be for work, or perhaps you’ve been asked to give a speech at an important occasion, or even promote a new business.
Build Confidence in Leadership
There are many opportunities available to members, who want to learn or improve leadership skills.  The leadership training is world-class and part of the overall cost of a Learning Path.
It’s all about self-confidence. That’s the reason we most often hear when we ask “why did you decide to join?” Of course, there are many other excellent reasons…
Learn How to Give Feedback
One of the most valuable things you will learn is how to give constructive feedback to people, in a way that will both help them and make them appreciate you more.
Improve Your Interview Skills
Our members tell us one of the key benefits they’ve received from Toastmasters is they now perform far better in interviews for new jobs and career promotions.
  Why So Many People Like You Join Us


Evaluations
For every assignment, you will be given feedback by another member on your presentation.  Focus is on what you did well, with suggestions on how you can improve.
Impromptu Speaking
This is also known as Table Topics.  A member is given the task of preparing topics or posing scenarios, and then selecting other members to respond for 1-2 minutes.  This provides practice in thinking on your feet.
Small Assignments
Most clubs also feature a few smaller assignments such as a Toast, or a Point of View. These are mini speeches, and typically last 2-3 minutes.
Other Activities
Each Club has its own personality and offers different things to members. Some Clubs may feature debates, Business Session (where formal motions are proposed and discussed), round robins or educational sessions.
Prepared Speeches
These are usually 5-7 minutes, although some more advanced projects are allocated additional time.  You’ll be given access to your Learning Path on-line, where you will also find resources, videos and tutorials to assist in preparing your speeches and (for more experienced speakers) how you can excel.
This is where your journey of self-development begins.  Most clubs meet every fortnight for approximately 1-2 hours, although this depends on the Club.
The Vice-President Education is responsible for the meeting agenda.  At least 2 weeks prior to the meeting, an agenda is distributed to members, so everyone can prepare their assignments in advance.

  How Club Meetings Work


Toastmasters Professional Development program provides a learning path for everyone.
The Pathways learning experience allows you to choose your own style and skill area, depending on your own interests. Each of the 10 paths focuses on different communication and leadership skills, and each one guides you through the 5 stages of mastery.

  Pathways Levels

LEVEL 1: Master the Fundamentals
LEVEL 2: Learning Your Style
LEVEL 3: Increasing Knowledge
LEVEL 4: Building Skills
LEVEL 5: Demonstrating Expertise




Dynamic Leadership
Understand leadership and communication styles, conflict management, as well as strategies to facilitate change in an organization or group.
Effective Coaching
Understand and build consensus, contributing to the development of others by coaching and establishing strong interpersonal skills.
Innovative Planning

Understand the steps to manage a project and create innovative solutions. Also develop a strong connection with audience members when you present a solution.
Leadership Development
Learn how to manage time, as well as how to develop and implement a plan. Public speaking and leading a team are emphasized in all projects.
Motivational Strategies
Learn strategies for building connections with the people around you, understanding motivation and successfully leading small groups to accomplish tasks. 
Persuasive Influence
Learn how to negotiate a positive outcome, develop leadership skills to use in complex situations, as well as create innovative solutions to challenges.
Presentation Mastery
Learn effective public speaking techniques, speech writing and speech delivery. This path culminates in an extended speech that will allow you to apply what you learned.
Strategic Relationships
Understand diversity, build personal and/or professional connections with a variety of people and develop a public relations strategy.
Team Collaboration
Builds your skills as a collaborative leader, focusing on active listening, motivating others, collaborating with a team, as well as interpersonal communication and public speaking.
Visionary Communication
Learn skills for sharing information with a group, planning communications and creating innovative solutions, and ultimately develop a long-term personal or professional vision.
Engaging Humor
Build your skills as a humorous and engaging public speaker, focusing on your sense of humor and how that sense of humor translates to engaging audience members.

The Online Pathways Assessment will help you identify which of the 11 learning paths below will best suit your needs, interests and goals.
  Learning Pathway

Your First Few Meetings
When you first join you will be asked if you want a mentor, who will help you get started, answer your questions, and help you settle into your club’s culture.
You’ll also find fellow members only too happy to make you feel as welcome as they felt when they first joined.
This is where you develop communication and leadership skills. From your first few meetings you’ll feel like you really belong. From there, it just gets better. 

  Grow With Your Club


Mentoring Others
Once you gain enough experience, you will be encouraged to take new members under your wing and help them get settled. 
Most people find this to be one of the most rewarding things they do in Toastmasters, and often the start of a long-term friendship.
The Club Executive
Each year, every Club elects seven members to take on leadership roles within the Club.  Club Executives are provided with leadership training to help them develop and understand their roles.  This is the beginning of your leadership journey within Toastmasters – a journey that will take you as far as you want to go.
Club Contests
Clubs stage four contests each year – the International Speech, Humorous Speech, Table Topics and Evaluation Contests.  These contests provide an opportunity to stretch yourself and help you become comfortable speaking in more challenging environments.

Toastmasters International
The international organisation comprises of approximately 350,000 members in over 16,000 clubs in 141 countries.  These Clubs are organized into over 100 Districts around the world. 
District Annual Conferences and the Toastmasters International Convention, provide wonderful opportunities to meet others and expand your network.
Time to enter the Growth Zone. With over 350 Clubs in NSW and ACT alone, you’ll find unbelievable opportunities in the wider Toastmaster organisation for speaking, leadership, and network building.
  Beyond Your Club


Higher Leadership Opportunities
Members who have successfully served as Club Executives often go onto higher leadership roles within the Toastmasters organization.  These leaders receive a higher level of training, as well as invaluable leadership experience that is not often available to people generally.
Higher Level Contests
Winners of Club contests advance to compete against Clubs in their own Area, the onwards to the Division level and ultimately the District finals.  The District finals are held at the Annual Conference, which is an excellent way to meet other Toastmasters as well as see the best speakers in the organization. 




Speaking at other Clubs
There is no doubt you’ll quickly become comfortable speaking before an audience at your own Club.  This is excellent for self-confidence.  Members who want to challenge themselves are welcome to visit other Clubs where they may be able to get on the speaking program. 












www.toastmasters.org.au
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What Happens When I Join?
As soon as you’re a member, you can begin to participate in the many activities of your new Club. At the next meeting you will be officially inducted as a member, you will have a mentor appointed, and the Vice-President Education will put you on the speaking program.
And so, you’ll begin one of the most important personal development journeys that you will ever undertake.
Your Membership Investment
Membership fees vary among Clubs, based on the cost of the venue, what the Club offers, how often and for how long they meet. However, Clubs will typically require a once only membership fee, plus a six-monthly membership fee. Clubs may also require a cost per meeting to cover venue hire. 
Compared to its unparalleled value in helping you build confidence, communication and leadership, most agree it’s a very small price to pay. 
We look forward to welcoming you as a new member of Toastmasters

TOASTMASTERS
How to Join
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